6 Phonetica 2012; 69:5-6 Kohler The papers show the segment-prosody interaction in the different topics for a variety of languages: (1) and (4) demonstrate it for data from German; (2) for two dialects of the Austroasiatic language Kammu, where one keeps a voiced-voiceless contrast, whereas the other has developed a tonal contrast; (3) for spontaneous dialogues in English; (5) for the intelligibility of Dutch words pronounced by French and Chinese speakers. A striking finding of a two-way interaction between sounds and prosodies is that German fricatives /f/, /s/, /ʃ/, /x/ are produced with higher-spectral energy distribution in high-rising than in falling f0 contours, and that the same fricative types in the two different prosodies sound high-versus low-pitched and, as such, heighten the perception of the rising versus falling intonation.
All of these topics may be buttressed by further investigation in many more and different types of languages on a lot more data from speech production as well as speech perception. With regard to (1) and (2), an important research question in tone languages, e.g. Mandarin Chinese and Cantonese, is the contribution of vowel and consonant qualities to the signalling of lexical tones in different phrasal intonation frames. With regard to (3), the analysis of sounds and prosody in intensifying emphasis of spontaneous talk will be enhanced by an extension to more data and more languages. With regard to (4), further insight into the hierarchy of acoustic properties in lexical stress production and perception can be gained from broadening the analysis to various prosodic frames in many more languages. With regard to (5), the effects of segmental and prosodic deviations from native norms on the intelligibility of a foreign accent will require further studies of different speaking styles in more language pairs.
So, there is ample scope for further research into the interweaving of sound segments and prosody at the various levels represented by the papers in this thematic issue. We are hoping that the small collection of examples, presented here, of mutual soundprosody interaction in speech production and perception may kindle further interest in this fascinating field of enquiry and solicit papers that can fill the gaps in the topics outlined, and in other areas where the segment-prosody divide needs to be bridged. We are happy to offer Phonetica as a publication platform for this research.
Klaus J. Kohler, General Editor on behalf of the Editorial Team

